Institution to close
The 77-year-old Menlo
Park Hardware says it will

close at the end of the
year. PAGE §

i Community responds
Local efforts to raise
funds, remember victims
of terrorists attacks.

- PAGE 5

e

@l Money & Business
Coldwell Banker and
Seville-Contempo are
merging real estate oper-
ations and will operate
under the Coldwell
Banker name.
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Lower prices, longer timé
on the market are new
signs of the times.
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Courtesy John Rick
This pottery bird was discovered by John
Kriewall of Atherfon. It's a whistle that can still
be blown.

Strombus shells from Ecuador, discovered in
a gallery near the circular plaza, were carved as
trumpets to be blown at ceremonies. Later in
Lima, 12 of them were played for the first time
in more than 2,000 years.

Below: Jaguar stalks toward the holy stairs in
the ceremonial plaza of the O T&mp!e at
Cl‘iavm de Huantar.
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In the high Andes, Stanford team digs temple
complex for clues to ancient powerful cult
2,000 years before the Incas

hipping away at the
hard dirt under the hot
Andean sun, I some-
times forgot the ghosts
that still seemed to
haunt this once-holy temple.

The crouching jaguar, elegantly carved
into a plaque gradually emerging from
the dirt just feet away from me, evoked
ancient rituals that must have taken place
in this very plaza almost 3,000 years
ago. Strange-costumed priests on the
nearby steps would conduct weird rites,
perhaps even sacrifices, accompanied by
the squawking din of conch shells. In a
tunnel just above the stairs, initiates,
high on cactus juice and deafened by the
reverberating roar of falling water, ab-
sorbed messages from the fanged oracle.
What a trip! Almost 40 archeologists
and wanoabes from Stanford spent sev-
eral weeks in July and Augustdigging at
Chavin de Huantar; high in the Peruvian

- Andes. We were secking answers in the
ground to mysteries still surxoundmg the

jaguar cult that helped
launch the preat civiliza-

tions of the Andes more
than 2.000 years ago.

_'They were constructing
a belief system at the same

v

time thﬂy were constructing a

temple,” says John Rick of
Menlo Park, chairman of the
Department of Anthropological
Scierdce at Stanford, who was
leading his seventh season ex-
cavating at Chavin de Huantar,
“We are {rying to understand
fmm their tempie what'meir ac-

Everything we excavate talks about that.”

Huge and still largely unexcavated,
Chavin de Huantar has inspired awe since
the days of the Spanish conquerors —
and before. It is one of three UNESCO
World Patrimony sites in Peru, along
with Machu Picchu, and Chan Chan, the
sprawling capital of the coastal
Chimu Empire.

Certainly, the approach to Chavin was
awe-inspiring. A 10-hour bus trip from
Lima took us over a 14,000-foot pass
where we first encountered magnificent
views of jagged, snow-capped peaks ris-
ing more than 20,000 feet. The bus zig-
zagged down into a high, barren valley
and then labored up to a pass over the
Cordillera Blanca that registered almost
15,000 feet on a couple of pocket
altimeters.

The white-knuckle ride down 4,000
feet to Chavin gave us an on-the-ground

feel for the ruggedness of the landscape, -

and the fragility of
access 1o
~ somewhat-

Chimbote
'\ *Chavin de Huantar
Huaraz

Lima

‘the

modern community of about 1,000 peo-
ple. This Lifeline _ traveled mostly by
diesel trucks and tourist buses spewing
clouds of black smoke ~ was a one-lane
gravel road with switchbacks carved
into near-vertical slopes.

Miraculously, we only encountered
one disabled vehicle, and rolled into
Chavin in time for an ample dinner,
where we met the rest of the team.

Four local residents were among the 15
non-archeologists who paid their own
way for the privilege of digging history
in this extraordinary place — and also
helped support the research. We were
members of Stanford’s first research ex-
pedition organized by the Alumni Asso-
ciation Travel/Study Program.

Besides myself, the other “alums” — as
we were generally called, even though
some of us never went to Stanford -
were former Mayor Gary McKae of
Woodside, retired money manager John
Kriewall of Atherton, and super-volui-
teer Hilary Valentine of Menlo Park. For

_ two weeks we joined a crew of about 20

enthustastic students and graduate stu-
dents who became our mentors,
Holding everything together was Dr.
Rick and his wife, Rosa, who is Peru-
vian, an archeologist, and curator of
anthropology collections at the Cantor
museum at Stanford. With them -~ dig-
ging valiantly < was their. daughter
Sarah, and her friend, Jeanne Mar-
tineau, . soon-to-be sophomores at
Menlo-Atherton High School. Rosa’s
sister, Maria Mendoza, also an’archeol-
ogist, helped supervise, while her two
daughters dug up pottery and bones

. withithe rest of us.

After.ves acchmatxzmg from
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Stanford team exca\sa’ces a buried monument of huge rocks in the plaza in front of the New Temple at Chavn de Huantar, almost 11,000 feet
in the Peruvian Andes. The Old Temple, with its mysterious oracle “Lanzon,” is in the background to the right.

Mr. Kriewall reflects, “I thought the trip
was terrific — even better in hindsight.”

From potsherds to sea shelis

It was after lunch on the last day of our
dig. "I stuck the pick in, and there it was —
like someone had placed it there,” recalls
My, Kriewall.

The exquisite little pottery bird, with
Howing designs incised on i, was 2 whis-
tle. It gave us its first notes in pexhaps
2.000 years.

The occasional exciting. ﬁnds made up

=

um of picking and scraping and
at 1s so much of archeology. In the
; , laza, we mostly found shards of
;pmmy, sometimes decorated; scraps of an-
~ nes; 4 few arrowheads; and slivers of
,ab dian. Most were not even from Chavin

times. We were clearing out the haphazard
remains of a later village to get down to the

level of the ancient ceremonial plaza.

By the end of the summer project, weeks
after the alums had gone home, the Stanford
crew and their Peruvian assistants got to the
ﬂ()ﬂl‘ g) the p}aza where crowds gathe;red for

designed for visual impact,” says Dr. Rick.

Around the floor, stalking toward the holy
stairs, were more than a dozen jaguars ele-
gantly carved in bas-relief on granite blocks.
One of the thrills came when fellow exca-
vator Rich Parker was carefully scraping
slightly moist dirt away from one of the cats
= and found traces of red pxgment Maybe
they were painted!

With 30 to 50 people wsrkmg every day,

We were excavating five sites around the

sprawling temple complex, half a kilometer

-square, and its outlying areas. Each night,
- over a hearty dinner at a local restaurant, we
‘shared discoveries, wh
modern kitten, passed from lap to lap and

le Tomas, a very

shamelessly begged for scraps.

Just above the Circular Plaza, Bo Whlifﬁ
was begmmng to excavate the Caracolas
Gallery. This is one of 26 galleries that
thread the huge, solid temple mounds in an

_underground maze of tunnels, all robustly

constructed out of carved rocks. Further
labyrinths of smaller tunnels provide
drainage, ventilation,

- Everyone hung’ |

‘had traveled from Ecuador almost 500 miles

and 11,000 vertical feet away, was carved to
be a trumpet.

By the end of the season, Bo and his team
had dug up 20 of the giant shells. All were
carved to be trumpets, and many were elab-
orately decorated. D, Rick concludes the
Caracolas Gallery was primarily a storage
area for ritual objects used in ceremonies in
the Circular Plaza. ,

The power of the strombus shells was
later demonstrated at a press conference in
Lima. Someone arranged for 12 strombus
musicians to attend; they played the ancient
shells, all at once, for the first time in almost
3,000 years. Dr. Rick describes the result as
“a quavering, pulsing, resonant din”

On the other side of the Mosna River, an-
other team was seeking evidence of the
homes and lives of the elite who built
Chavin, in a field of barley, corn and
squash, behind a small farmhouse: Their
most exciting find was a chamber tomb,
with remains of four ancient people, and
seven complete pots, from a Iater period
than Chavin.

- For Ms. Valentine, the high point of

e dig was a httle ceremony b im"

an*s OF REUG&ON,‘Rex page
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Photos by Marion Softky

_The oracle “Lanzon” at the cross

of two tunnels.
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they removed the capstone from the tomb, which
contained two mostly intact adult skeletons, and
two children, identified only by their teeth. “We
could peer inside and see a skull,” she says.

With two Peruvians, the group made a small of-
fering of tobacco; pisco, a Peruvian brandy; and
crushed coca leaves on the tomb. “Victor took the
pisco in his mouth and spit it over the cap-
stone,” she recalls.

Ms. Valentine’s most exciting find
was a complete pot with a
sculpted face on it, at one han-
dle. “They had never seen
anything like that before,
she says.

The greatest mystery
remaining from the sum-
mer excavation centers
on the Rectangular
Plaza, a huge formal
space in front of the
New Temple, where
many thousands could
have assernbled for ;jimais
and ceremonies.

Digging in the precise cen-
ter of the plaza - where
groundprobing radar had shown
something big under the flat plaza
surface — the Stanford team found an as-
semblage of huge many-ton boulders carefully
assembled, and later — equally carefully — buried.
The largest — dubbed RBR for “really big rock”
—~ weighs 10-20 tons, Dr. Rick estimates.

There were hollows between the rocks big
enough for Abby Levine and a very small Pern-
vian to climb into, Next to the rocks, researchers
found offerings: a magnificent carved stone pot
a foot in diameter; cinnabar, beads, and a rare
spondylus shell from Ecuador.

What was this all about? Dr. Rick shakes his
head. “It was put in place by the Chavin people
on top of other rocks. It was moved to the cen-
tral axis of the plaza,” he says. “It was some kind
of offering at the time of construction of the

Photos by Marion Softky
Circular Plaza that led to the holy steps and the oracle. Below: One of dozens of carved stone “tenon heads™
that used to stick out of the walls of the temples at Chavin de Huantar. They apparently depict the changing of
human faces into monsters under the influence of hallucinogenic cactus juice.

plaza — like a cornerstone laying. It was a
tremendous effort.

“It doesn’t look like a tomb, but 1 don’t rule it
out,” he says. * Maybe next year will tell”

Our team was enormously impressed by the lo-
gistics of mounting five excavations, with so
many people, in such a large and complex site. Dr.
Rick was responsible for everything from lining up
the Peruvian government and Stanford, to raising
money and organizing people, to the sophisti-
cated studies required for modern archeology.

In his seventh season at Chavin, Dr. Rick
brings unwavering enthusiasm and im-
mense energy to directing a multitude
of tasks: mapping research areas;
getting the information onto com-
puters; collecting, cleaning and
cataloguing artifacts from five
locations. And he still greets
every new find with joy.
“What a science it is!” says
alum John Kriewall. “It was
a brand newdoor-opening
experience.”

Haw does Dr. Rick keep'it
up? He replies: “I love arche-
ology, I love Peru, I love dis-

covery, I like the community of
studengs and archeologists on a
dig, and I'm fascinated by Chavin.”

Fiesta time
For two weeks, we were part of a small com-
munity balanced between past and future. We
couldn’t mail postcards, but we could call home
by telephone or Internet.

Trucks and busses, clogging the dusty main
streets and sporting up the hill to connect with
the allures of civilization, passed Indians time-
lessly driving their cows, pigs, or burros top-
heavy with loads of straw or sticks.

Here, the rural economy operates on foot. Men
in ponchos, Andean women in short, full skirts
and square hats, could almost have stepped out of
Inca times. They walk up the dry valley slopes to
their homes and patchwork fields. By hand, they

See ROOTS OF RELIGION, page 20
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till patches of corn, wheat, barley, and native
Andean potatoes, quinoa, and quiwicha. Some
do not speak Spanish, only Quechua, the lan-
guage of the Incas.

Even here, the outside world intrudes. With
no native trees, the high valley is being
planted with eucalyptus. The main visible
flowerssare scotch broom ~ hardly native to
the Andes.

We lived in relative luxury in the Gran Ho-
tel Rick’ay (a Quechua word). The small,
friendly hotel sprawled around several lowered
courtyards; it had a sauna, and — most days —
hot water. For meals, we walked up the dusty
main street, past the central plaza, to a small
restaurant that provided good, abundant Pe-
ruvian food — except for minimal breakfast.
Then we walked another quarter mile up over
the Huachecsa River, where locals water their
livestock and wash their clothes, to the arche-
ological site.

The town of Chavin jtself is struggling to
become modern — and attract tourists.

Thus, we were lucky to be there during a
five-day fiesta organized by the chamber of
tourism in honor of the town’s patron saint,
the Virgin of Carmen.

The whole town joined in preparations. Re-
ceptionists and workers in hotéls and restau-
rants spent spare time carefully cutting out
little paper flags to be strung up as bunting, to
flutter gaily across streets and the plaza. Men
on ladders all over town were cheerfully put-
ting fresh paint on splotchy, faded buildings.

The fiesta was a great'success. Although we
sometimes felt like the only tourists, local
people came in hordes from town and country
to party and enjoy the fun.

The fiesta started with a bareback burro
race on Saturday, and ended with a bull fight
on Wednesday. In between were a spectacular
dance contest with the Ricks as judges, a bicy-
cle race, lots of bands and performances, and a
couple of fireworks displays that were stunning
— all the fireworks handmade and mounted on a
pole 25 feet high in front of the church.

On Monday the statue of the Virgin of Carmen
proceeded around the plaza, accompanied by
priests, officials and devout crowds. She stopped
half a dozen times for prayers and speeches, on
large squares of colored sawdust, which had
been laid out by hand in vivid designs.

The burro race was notable — and Stanford
didn’t place in this sport. With no saddles or bri-
dles, riders had only a length of rope to steer
and encourage the animals. It turns out the
trick was to tie one end of the rope around the
burro’s nose, and apply the other to its rear. The
speed obtained was astonishing.

_While most others took in the bullfight, I took

see’ “Crowesethe other side of the valley. We could
and hear bands echomyavay. up. 1hg mgumam

Icngers were hurt. One later dted

We had our final fiesta, thanks to Mr. McKae.
He commandeered the kitchen, and organized an
eager crew of volunteers to prepare a down-
home spaghetti feed for the team and Peruvian

m INFORMATION

Photos by Marion Softky
A native woman and her son at a fiesta in Chavin.

Dancers from the highlands around Chavin de Huan-
tar competed for prizes at the Fiesta of the Virgin of

staff. The big cnanm. _

ingredients; it took a week t0 fowmining all the
tiate shipment of olive oil, anchovies anu
Worcestershire sauce by bus over the Cordillera
Blanca. But our next-to-last night in Chavin, we
ali gorged happily on spaghetti with sauce, gar-
lic bread, Caesar salad with lots of avocados,
and lemon bars.

Together with the archeology, these experi-
ences were important to all of us. “'d like to see
Stanford do more projects like this, where you
spend two weeks in one town and feel part of
the community,” says Ms. Valentine, who has
both participated in and led other Stanford trips.
“It’s a unique experience.” @



